How the Treaty of Versailles Led to WWII
ARTICLE 10, the "covenant" clause
The Members of the League undertake to respect and preserve as against external
aggression the territorial integrity and existing political independence of all Members of
the League. In case of any such aggression or in case of any threat or danger of such
aggression the Council shall advise upon the means by which this obligation shall be
fulfilled.
ARTICLE 22, the "mandates" clause
To those colonies and territories which as a consequence of the late war have ceased to be
under the sovereignty of the States which formerly governed them and which are
inhabited by peoples not yet able to stand by themselves under the strenuous conditions
of the modern world, there should be applied the principle that the well-being and
development of such peoples form a sacred trust of civilisation and that securities for the
performance of this trust should be embodied in this Covenant. The best method of
giving practical effect to this principle is that the tutelage of such peoples should be
entrusted to advanced nations who by reason of their resources, their experience or their
geographical position can best undertake this responsibility, and who are willing to
accept it, and that this tutelage should be exercised by them as Mandatories on behalf of
the League. The character of the mandate must differ according to the stage of the
development of the people, the geographical situation of the territory, its economic
conditions, and other similar circumstances.
ARTICLE 231, the "war guilt" clause
The Allied and Associated Governments affirm and Germany accepts the responsibility
of Germany and her allies for causing all the loss and damage to which the Allied and
Associated Governments and their nationals have been subjected as a consequence of the
war imposed upon them by the aggression of Germany and her allies.
ARTICLE 232, the "reparations" clause
The Allied and Associated Governments recognise that the resources of Germany are not
adequate, after taking into account permanent diminutions of such resources which will
result from other provisions of the present Treaty, to make complete reparation for all
such loss and damage. The Allied and Associated Governments, however, require, and
Germany undertakes, that she will make compensation for all damage done to the civilian
population of the Allied and Associated Powers and to their property during the period of
the belligerency of each as an Allied or Associated Power against Germany by such
aggression by land, by sea and from the air, and in general all damage as defined in
Annex l hereto.

