“…The rise of Germany, whose supremacy France dreaded and
whose navy menaced (or threatened) England, had created among
(England and France) an alliance which claimed it was defensive in
nature but was denounced by German propaganda as an attempt at
(the) encirclement (of Germany). The two armed camps alarmed
each other, and each grew heavy with multiplied incidents, which
spread East (with the assassination of the Archduke Ferdinand),
where Russia and Austria were advancing with contradictory
claims…”
From The Century of Total War by Raymond Aron (Doubleday 1954)

“…the Royal Serbian Government has done
nothing to repress these movements. It has
permitted the criminal machinations of various
societies and associations directed against the
Monarchy, and has tolerated unrestrained
language on the part of the press, the
glorification of the perpetrators of outrages
and the participation of officers and
functionaries in subversive agitation…
…(The) Royal Government see themselves
compelled to demand from the Royal Serbian
Government a formal assurance that they
condemn this dangerous propaganda against
the Monarchy…
…To accept the collaboration in Serbia of
representatives of the Austro-Hungarian
Government for the suppression of the
subversive movement…”
Excerpt from the Austro-Hungarian Red Book
No.7. It is the ultimatum that AustriaHungary sent to Serbia on July 23, 1914.

The Kings of England, Germany, and Russia
were cousins. In the months before the war
started, the cousins were in contact.
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Who is the Speaker (Artist)?

Identification of the historical person who
created the primary source. What do we know
about this person?

What is the Occasion?

What is the time and place? The context in
which the primary source was created?

Who is the Audience?

The readers to whom this document is
directed.
The audience may be one person or a group.

What is the Purpose?

What is the reason behind the text? Why
was it written? What goal did the author
have in mind?

What is the Subject?

What is the general topic, content, or idea
contained in the text? Summarize in a few
words or phrase.

What is the Tone?

What is the attitude of the speaker?
Examine the choice of words, emotions
expressed, imagery used to determine the
attitude.
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Explain how the graph in document 1 illustrates the concept of militarism._______________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
According to document 2, why did France and England form an alliance?_________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
According to the Austro-Hungarians (document 3), how had the Serbians been involved in the assassination of
Archduke Ferdinand? What should they allow the Austro-Hungarians to do? _____________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
What does document 4 tell us about the role of the Kings (Kaiser and Tsar) in the lead up to World War I?
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Explain what document 5 attempts to say about the start of World War I?______________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

6. On a separate paper, please write a paragraph that explains the reason for World War I.

