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Specific Objective: Analyzethereasonsfor the collapse of the Soviet Union, including the weakness of the command
economy, burdens of military commitments, and growing resistance to Soviet rule by dissidents in satellite states and

non-Russian Soviet republics.

1960s and 1970s: Staanation of Soviet Life

Economic problems caused by
total government control of the
economy

Burdensome cost of arms race
and control of communist

Growing resistancein
communist states to tight
Soviet control

states

1980s: L oosenina of Soviet Controls

Policy of perestroika—

economic restructuring that

permitted more local input

___local managers make more
decisions

___small businesses are
permitted to open

Changesin foreign policy

__effortsto limit arms race

___gradua democratization of
communist states

Policy of glasnost— openness

of ideas

__greater freedom of the press

___release of political
prisoners

4L

1991: The Soviet Union Breaksinto 11 Republics




