
 

Soviet troops occupied 
most of Eastern Europe 

Start of the Cold War 

Policy described as the 
“Iron Curtain” 1945-1989 

Soviet leader Josef Stalin 

Soviet Union created a 
buffer zone in the west 

Buffer zone protected USSR 
from another German uprising 

Occupation by Soviet troops 
helped establish communist 
governments 

Communism: A political system 
in which society as a whole 
owns and controls property, the 
means of production, and 
distribution. 

Based on the writings of Karl Marx 

Theory of communism: Everybody is 
equal, but there is a transition period 
where you need a strong leader 

The transition period never ended and there 
were large amounts of political corruption 


